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ow often do you turn on the 
news and see a familiar face? 
For many law students across 
the country, the nightly news 
is merely an extension of the 
classroom. Their professors 
moonlight as legal analysts 

and bump elbows with some of the best-
known faces in America. It may take these 
professors a while to get midterms graded, 
but that’s only because they’re busy explain-
ing breaking news to the country. 

How did they find stardom? Two things: 
the explosion of cable TV news and the 
crazy political world in which we find our-
selves.

Trying to make sense of this rocky land-
scape is no easy thing, but these profes-
sors put down the textbooks, put on the 
makeup and do their part. CNN alone has 
15 legal experts under contract, according 
to Politico. 

So without further ado, we highlight 20 
of the more recognizable law school profes-
sors. Some of the bios are longer because 
we wanted to give more insight as to how 
they reached this level of importance, but 
it’s not a judgment regarding their level of 
influence. And obviously there are other 
professors who are regularly featured in the 
media, but space limits how many we can 
list. 

 Rebecca Roiphe has a background in 
history and law and teaches at New York 
Law School in Manhattan. Before joining 
academia, Roiphe worked as an assistant 
district attorney in the New York County 
District Attorney’s Office, where she pros-
ecuted money laundering, securities fraud 
and corporate crimes. 

But that didn’t land her on TV. 
This did: 
“I have been giving quotes to newspa-

pers and magazines for some time,” she 
said. “But requests for media appearances 
and quotes increased rapidly after I pub-
lished a co-authored piece titled, ‘Can 
the President Control the Department of 
Justice?’ This piece came out around the 
time that the president was railing against 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions for recus-
ing himself from the Russia probe, calling 
the Mueller investigation a witch hunt and 
attempting to limit its scope.”

In short: Nice timing.
When President Trump fired FBI 

Director James Comey, even more requests 
came her way, she said. Since then, Roiphe 
has become a frequent contributor on 
MSNBC, CNN and CBS News. 

So, what’s it like to be a law school pro-
fessor and have these gigs as well? Do stu-
dents ask for autographs? Or how to land 
on Rachel Maddow’s show? 

Students do at times want to discuss the 
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subject of her latest interview, but Roiphe 
said she tries to make sure her television 
appearances don’t affect her teaching.

“In class, we often talk about how 
important the legal profession is to every 
aspect of people’s lives,” she said. “For my 
students, I think that seeing me on TV, 
especially when I’m discussing stories that 
relate to the legal profession and its role in 
preserving our democracy, reaffirms that 
lesson.” 

Hot Take: On Trump’s request that the 
Justice Department investigate the FBI: “In 
my mind, what Rod Rosenstein is doing is 
putting his body between Donald Trump 
and this principle that is fundamental to 
American democracy . . . There’s been a 
gradual erosion of these principles, and it’s 
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upsetting, disturbing, troubling.” 

 Steve Mulroy is a professor at 
University of Memphis – Cecil C. 
Humphreys School of Law. He has 
appeared on Fox News, MSNBC and 
CNN. He has been quoted in USA Today, 
The Washington Post, The Washington 
Times and People magazine. 

When asked how he got started in televi-
sion, Mulroy said: “I reached 
out and offered my services 
after seeing too many on-screen 
commentators with compara-
tively less knowledge and think-
ing to myself, ‘Well, even I 
could do that better.’”

Going on TV is not with-
out its challenges. Mulroy noted 

that during an interview he can hear but 
not see the questioner and the other panel-
ists. 

“There’s a full second audio delay via 
satellite each way, which can make things 
awkward if the discussion gets animated 
and people are tempted to interrupt,” he 
said. 

Also, he said politics can sometimes 
come into play. 

“Most anchors just want the law 
straight, neutrally discussed,” he said. 
“But some have a spin to their questions. 
Sometimes you have to politely reject the 
premise of the question before you can 
answer.”

Hot Take: Speaking on Fox News: 
“Increased border security and increased 
guest worker programs would be a more 
efficient use of our tax dollars than actually 
building a wall.”

 The distinguished fellow of criminal 
justice at Elisabeth Haub School of Law 
at Pace University, Mimi Rocah is recog-
nized nationwide as a legal analyst for both 
MSNBC and NBC News. 

So, how did her TV journey begin? 
Trump made her angry. After a terrorist 
attack in New York City, where a driver ran 
a van into a bike path, killing eight, Trump 
called the justice system a joke and a laugh-
ingstock. 

“I couldn’t believe what I heard. 
I decided I wanted to go on TV to 
respond,” Rocah said, according to the 
website Scarsdale10583.com. (She lives in 
Scarsdale, N.Y.) 

No wonder it hit a nerve. Rocah worked 
for the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of New York, where she was an 
assistant United States attorney for more 

than16 years.
Rocah has provided analysis and com-

mentary for many red-hot news stories, 
including Jeffrey Epstein’s sex trafficking 
charges, a breakdown of Robert Mueller’s 
Russia investigation, Paul Manafort’s indict-
ment and Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s confir-
mation. 

Having a voice on such a prominent 
stage is something the school appreciates as 
well. After all, it’s great exposure. 

“Of course we feel a great deal of pride 
when Haub Law School is highlighted on 
MSNBC and we are proud to have Mimi 
as our Distinguished Fellow in Criminal 
Law, said Dean Horace Anderson Jr. “Our 
students have learned a great deal from her 
during her time here — through symposia 
she has organized and classes she has taught 
in white collar crime and public corruption. 
She makes an impact on the students she 
teaches, and we are grateful for her contri-
butions to the national conversation about 
justice and the rule of law.”

Really, Really Hot Take: Speaking on 
MSNBC: “Bernie Sanders makes my skin 
crawl. And I can’t even identify for you 
what exactly it is. But I see him as sort of a 
not pro-woman candidate.”

 No other legal expert on race relations 
and criminal law is more sought-after than 
Paul Butler, a Georgetown University Law 
Center professor. 

Name a news show, any news show, and 
he’s been on it — from “60 Minutes” and 
“Nightline” to every major network eve-

ning newscast to just about 
every cable offering avail-
able. 

B e f o r e  j o i n i n g 
Georgetown Law, Butler 
wa s  a  f ede ra l  p ro s -
ecutor with the U.S. 

Department of Justice, where he focused 
primarily on public corruption. In addi-
tion to his TV appearances, he has written 
articles for (and has been quoted in) The 
New York Times, The Washington Post, 
Los Angeles Times and The Daily Beast. 
(and The National Jurist, FYI . . . )

Butler’s most recent insights include: an 
analysis of the legal repercussions of Jeffrey 
Epstein’s death; a discussion of Brown v. 
Board of Education in the modern day; 
prosecutors’ role in the problem of mass 
incarceration; and political accountability in 
the #MeToo era. 

Most notably, Butler authored the book 
“Chokehold: Policing Black Men,” which 
argues that the criminal justice system is an 
institutional mechanism to control black 
men. 

We’re guessing that his class is standing 
room only. 

Hot Take: Speaking on MSNBC: “This 
is a time to remember that Robert Mueller 
is not only the former director of the 
FBI, he’s a former Marine. When Donald 
Trump was evading the draft, dodging the 
draft, Robert Mueller volunteered to go to 
Vietnam.”

 Jonathan Turley, a professor at The 
George Washington University Law School, 
has been in the spotlight for decades. He is 
a pioneer when it comes to offering legal 
analysis in noted publications and on TV. 

Turley has appeared on “Meet the Press,” 
“ABC This Week,” “Face 
the Nation” and Fox News. 
He’s been published in 
The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, 
USA Today, Los Angeles 
Times and The Wall Street 
Journal.

“I COULDN’T BELIEVE WHAT I HEARD. I DECIDED I WANTED 
TO GO ON TV TO RESPOND.” -Mimi Rocah
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He’s controversial as well as brilliant. He 
has led lawsuits against former President 
Obama twice, once for invading Libya and 
once over the Affordable Care Act. 

One study ranked Turley as 38th among 
the top 100 most cited “public intellec-
tuals.” Another survey found him to be 
the second most cited law professor in the 
country.

Hot Take: On whether Trump should 
be tried for obstruction of justice, he told 
CBS “This Morning”: “I think that, quite 
frankly, I don’t know any prosecutor who 
would bring this case into an actual court 
of law. It would be rather laughable . . . The 
fact is that it’s very hard actually to obstruct 
something that is not an underlying crime.”

 Barbara McQuade has had a mete-
oric rise in TV punditry. The University of 
Michigan Law School professor was, not 
that long ago, a U.S. attorney in Detroit. 
Then politics forced her out. 

A colleague contacted her, saying that 
MSNBC needed someone 
to comment on then acting 
Attorney General Sally Yates. 
McQuade did “Hardbal l 
With  Chr i s  Mat thews .” 
Then, crazy things started 
to happen. Trump fired FBI 
Director James Comey. The 

Washington Post asked McQuade to write 
about that, and “The Rachel Maddow 
Show” came calling. 

“She has become something of a celeb-
rity lately,” blogged the strategic commu-
nications firm Tanner Friedman. “Her stu-
dents and their parents tell her they enjoy 
seeing her on TV. She was even recognized 
at the mall recently, a true ‘Welcome to 
TV Moment,’ even for someone who led 
the charge, very publicly, to put the former 
Detroit mayor in prison.”

McQuade told Tanner Friedman, 
“What I still try to adhere to is, I don’t 
have any political spin here. I don’t have 
personal opinions to share. If I can help 
explain what’s happening so the public 
understands it better, then that’s what I’d 
like to do.”

She focuses primarily on criminal law, 
criminal procedure, national security and 
data privacy. The Washington Post, The 
Daily Beast, Slate, Time magazine and 
NPR have all carried her work. 

Hot Take: When Trump questioned 
the FBI’s integrity, McQuade told 
MSNBC: “In self-interest, President 
Trump is trying to undermine the public 
credibility of the FBI for this case. But the 

effect he’s going to have is to undermine 
public credibility in every case.”

 Melissa Murray, a professor at New 
York University School of Law, teaches 

classes on constitutional 
law, family law, crimi-
nal law, reproductive 
rights and justice. Prior 
to entering academia, 
Murray clerked for the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit and 

the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Connecticut. 

Murray taught at University of 
California, Berkeley, School of Law before 
joining NYU Law in 2018. She has been 
featured regularly on NPR, MSNBC and 
PBS. She has also written for The New 
York Times, Newsweek, the San Francisco 
Chronicle, Vanity Fair and HuffPost.

One of her well-known papers is 
“Marriage as Punishment,” a fun read for 
newlyweds, no doubt. “As I explained — 
to my husband and everyone else — my 
interest in these issues was academic, not 
personal,” she told the NYU website. 

Hot Take: Roger Stone called the 
Mueller probe a lynching. She responded 
on MSNBC: “This is straight out of the 
GOP playbook. Anytime anyone runs into 
hot water, it’s a ‘high-tech lynching,’ it’s a 
‘legal lynching.’ These people need to go 
down to Alabama and see Bryan Stevenson’s 
museum, where (they) would learn about 
the lynching and violence that black people 
all across the South experienced.”

 Jonathan Adler, a 
professor at Case Western 
Reserve University School 
of Law, is known for his 
expertise in environmen-
tal, constitutional, elec-
tion and regulatory law. Adler has appeared 
on several television and radio networks, 
including PBS, NPR and Fox News. 

 Rafael Cox Alomar is a 
professor at University of the 
District of Columbia David A. 
Clarke School of law. He teach-
es courses in remedies, public 
international law and conflicts 
of law. His work has been pub-
lished by The Boston Globe 
and The Hill, and he is a frequent guest on 
NPR. 

 Andrew Brandt is a pro-
fessor at Villanova University 
Charles Widger School of Law. 
He teaches classes in sports law 
and the business of professional 
sports. Brandt was an analyst 
for ESPN from 2011to 2017 
and has made contributions to HuffPost, 
Forbes and Sports Business Journal. He 
currently hosts the popular The Business of 
Sports podcast and has been recognized for 
his insightful and engaging analysis. 

 Laura Coates is an adjunct professor 
at The George Washington University Law 
School. She has been a CNN legal ana-
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lyst,  a bestselling author 
and a radio host. Her com-
mentaries have been fea-
tured by MSNBC, Boston 
Herald, The Washington 
Post and USA Today. 
Coates is considered a con-

stitutional expert and is known for her abil-
ity to break down complex topics.

 Seattle University School of Law pro-
fessor Charlotte Garden teaches 
courses in labor law, employ-
ment law and regulation. Her 
work focuses on the intersec-
tion of the Constitution, tech-
nology and employment prac-
tices. She writes regular opin-
ions on upcoming Supreme 
Court cases, and her work 

has been featured by The Atlantic, NBC’s 
Think, The New York Times, NPR, The 
Washington Post and Politico.  

 R o b e r t  G l e n n o n 
is known for his prow-
ess in water policy and 
law. A professor at The 
University of Arizona 
James E. Rodgers College 
of Law, he has appeared 
on several television pro-
grams, including “The Daily Show” with 
Jon Stewart, as well as “Talk of the Nation” 
and other NPR broadcasts. 

 Risa Goluboff is the first female dean 
of University of Virginia School of Law. 

Her work in constitutional 
and civil rights has been 
featured in The New York 
Times, Time magazine and 
The Atlantic. She is con-
sidered an expert on the 
development of legal rights during the 20th 
century. 

 Kate Shaw is no stranger to high pro-
file positions. She worked in the White 

House Counsel’s office 
during the Obama admin-
istration and served as a 
clerk of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit as well as a clerk of 
the United States Supreme 
Court. Shaw, a professor at 
the Benjamin N. Cardozo 

School of Law, Yeshiva University, is a fre-
quent contributor to The New York Times, 
Slate and the Take Care blog. In 2015, 
Shaw signed on as a regular contributor for 
ABC News. She is married to Chris Hayes, 
host of the MSNBC show, “All In With 
Chris Hayes.” 

 Francis Shen is an 
associate professor at 
University of Minnesota 
Law School who also serves 
as executive director of 
education and outreach for 
the MacArthur Foundation 
Research Network on Law 
and Neuroscience. Shen teaches classes in 
law and artificial intelligence and is known 

for his expertise in the intersection between 
the law and neuroscience. His work has 
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, The 
Daily Beast and Politico. 

 Elizabeth Tippett is a professor at 
University of Oregon 
School of Law, where she 
focuses on business and 
employment practices. 
Her latest research exam-
ined the legal implications 
of the #MeToo movement 
and has been featured in 
The Washington Post, 
HuffPost, Newsweek, Salon and The Daily 
Beast. 

 Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia has taught 
at Penn State Law since 2008. Her work 
focuses on race, national security and immi-

gration. She teaches courses 
in asylum law and immi-
gration law and a clinic on 
immigration rights. Wadhia 
has appeared on HBO’s 
“Vice News Tonight,” and 
her work has been featured 
by Bloomberg and The 

Washington Post. 

 University of Baltimore School of 
Law professor Kimberly Wehle regular-
ly contributes on CBS News and has also 
appeared on MSNBC, 
CNN, BBC, NPR and 
PBS. On her personal 
website, Wehle explains 
her role in the media and 
academia, stating that she 
“translates complex legal 
concepts into plain English 
for those who want to know how the law 
actually works.”

 Todd Zywicki is a professor at Antonin 
Scalia Law School at George Mason 
University. He is also a contributor to 
The Wall Street Journal, The New York 

Times, The Washington 
Post, Sports Illustrated, 
Forbe s ,  “Night l ine , ” 
“NBC Nightly News,” 
“The Newshour With 
Jim Lehrer,” “Fox and 
Friends,” CNN, CNBC, 
Bloomberg, the BBC and 
ABC Radio. He is an 

expert in law and economics and teaches 
bankruptcy, contracts and commercial law.
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